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Dear SI R, 


HE Love which is in the Heart of | 

a Fatner cowards his Children 3s ne {© 

ſmall Love: and thence the Sor- : 

| row for their Deach is no little } 
Sorrow, We fee it in Ephraim, of whom it : 
is Recorded, that when his Sons were taken 
away by an Immature Death ; Their Father |} 
Mourned many Dayes, 1 Chron. 7, 22. An Ex- 5 
traordinary Mourning is expreſſed by that” of 
Mourning as one that Mourne:h for an Only Son. \ 
Zech. 12. 10. It is a bitter aggravation of the | 
Death of Children, when there is no ground. 
to beligve that they are gone to a better World. } 
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No doubt, but that was the Reafon, why David 
was fo much moved when he firſt heard of the | 
ſudden Death of His Abſalom, 2 Sam. 18. 33. | 
* He Wepf, and as be wept, He #bgs ſaid, O my Son fil 
. Abſalom! 77y Sen, my Son Abſalom, would God 7 
had Dyed for thee, O Ablalem! My Som, my Son. (| 
' vo it. does very much alleviate grief, when we | 
Can Meurn not without Hope, of fecing our. Chil- |; 
dren at the Right-band of Chriſt in the Reſur- 
rectioj} at the Laſt Day. As for your Son who | 
now is not, T could never obſerve any thing 1n 
him, but what was Laudable ; and his Worthy | 
'Tutor gives him the like Charater. Although 
Death found him ufing Recreations ( which 
Students need for their Healths fake ) they were . 
# Jawful Recreations. Nor was he willing to di- 
f. vert himſelf at that time, without a particular 
+ permiſſion from his Superiors, as I underſtand : 
and therefore [:t not the Circumſtances of his 
Death make too. great an Imprefiion on your 
Spirit. Had Death found him Stnning, the Evil 
which fell upon him ſuddenly, would have been 
q a _ ar | 
! * If you lay this Aflition too ceeply to Heart, 
- your will Diſhonour Gol and your felt too. Fa- 
{ cob diſcovered much Humane Frailty, when he 
/ refuſed to be comforted, and faid, 1 wil! gs down 
6: £ . fs 
i mnto the Grave to my Son mourning. Gen. 37. 35- 
{ The Jewiſh Doctors have a ſaying, That tbe Sy:- 
|. it of God dwells wot in @ (ad Soul, whach they Ja 
COT Wy, nn OY confirm 
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I have Read of an Holy man that haveing loſt ] 


8 confirm by that Inſtance of Faceh, concerning 
s whom they - ſay, that the Spirit of Propheſie 
$ wichdrew from him all the time of his inordinate 
8 grief for his Sons ſuppoſed Death. But this 1s 
8 certain, that exceſs of Worldly Sorrow 1s an of- 
J fence to the Holy Spirit, as well as Exceſs in 
J carnal mirth. ' Nothing has befallen yos,bur what 


is common to men, yea, and to the belt of men, 


| Haro the Saint of the Lord had two of his 
J Sons taken from him by a ſudden & awful Hand : 
I of Heaven. | 
have Comfort thtough the Scriptures, and alſo 
1 that you might Imitate his Example in a fubmifs 
{ſive frame of Spirit to the Will of God under ; 
Fthe like ( though not ſo ſadly aggravated ) Dif- 
$ penſation. le] 
Jhelp you by his Spiric with che ſame Grace. Say 
4 with Eli, It js the Lord, let Him do what ſeemeth © 
ood : Say with Hezekiah, when He Re- + 
1ad - tidings concerning his Children, - -: 
Gocd is the Word of the Lord. lia. 39. 8. It in- #7 


This is written that you mighe 


The Lord 


EACE. 


. Aaron Held his 


Elim 


celive 


ſtead of your own Son, which is taken from 
you, God ſhall give you more of His . Son, 
happy are you. 


knows, but God can eaſily make it up in 
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a o0n that was very Dear to, him, Retired 
5 ; "_*» hinelr 
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Whether your Loſs will be MW 
made up again in the Creature, the Lord only ©: 
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'. Prayer of him who is, in much AﬀeRion, 


himſelf to pour out his Soul to God, wher? 
the Lord met with him : after - which SE | 
was cheerful ; An intimate friend of his wotl 

dering at it, asked him the reaſon of his}. 
Cheerfulneſs; To whom he Replyed,: 7 could(f% 
be content to Bury a Son every Day, on Condition 
1 might meet with ſo much of God every dey 45] 
I have done this day. Now the Lord give you 

more of that good part which cannot be takenf 
irom you. Let the Lord give you a Name} 

better than of Sons, an Everlaſting Name, 
which ſhall not be cut off Which is the x 
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Pan Knows not his Time. 


Ecclel. 9. 12. 


Man knoweth not his Time, 


Y OLOMON in this Book ſhews the Vanity 
*. and Uncertainty of all humane affairs,and : 
the Mifery which does on that -account” 
attend men whilſt they are on the* Earth. 
e takes notice of many Vanities, one whereof is 
[mentioned in the preceding Verſe, namely, That, - 3 
e(Events & Succeſles are not alwayes as men Judg- _ : 
ng by Second Cauſes conclude they will be. One ? 
ould think that the {wifteſt Runner ſhould coihe, 
"$o theEnd of theRace ſooneft; & that when there 
5 a battel to be fought,they that have the greateſt 
mber and Strength ſhould win the day ; but, } 
- Yometimes it falls out to be quite contrary, that * 
he race is not to the ſwift, noc the battel to the 
trong. For which there are two Reaſons. affign- 
d. (1. ) The over-ruling Providence .of God. : 
Wrrne and Chance bappeneth to them all. There is_ 
 ethipg that Chanceth in reſpet of God, who 
"_ 6; * kgoweth { 
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8 29am knows not his Time, 


knoweth and has determined all Events : but as | 
ro- man, Caſna!ties, Accidents happen which cauſe | 
things to fall our otherwiſe then according to | 


probable rational Conjectures would have been ; 


in all which there is a ProviRence, and ſformetimes | 
there is a great Providence in a {mall Accident. } 


( 2. ) Another Reafon iz in the words before 


us, becaute Man kn:ws net his Time : which is | 


not to be underitzod Univerſally, as if no man 
did ever in any thing know what Times ſhould 
paſs over him : but tor the moſt part and in moſt 
things they are Ignorant thereot. So then the 
Doctrine at preient betore us, 1s, 


That fer the meſ# part the Miſerable Children 
of Men, knov not their Time. 


There are three things for us here briefly to En- 
guire into. ( 1. ) What Times they are which Men 
know mot ? ( 2. ) How it does appear that they are 
Ionorant thereof. ( 3. ) The Realon by they are 


kept in Jeonirance of ther Time. 


Queſt. 1. Feat Times are they wiiich men know 
rot £ 


Anl. r. Time is ſometimes put fer the proper ſea- | 


ſen for Aion. For the fitteſt ſeaſon tor a main 
to Efte& what he 1s undertaking, The Seventy 


Greck Interpreters tranſlate the words KAIRON | 


AVUITOU, Thee is a Sealon, a fir Tiras tor men 


to 
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Wan Knows not his Time. 9 Y 
5 to go to work in. It they take hold of that 
> nick of opportunity, they will proſper and 1uc- 
> fceed in their Endeavours, It is a great part ot. 
» 


viſdom to know that ſeaſon. Fence it is #25, 

$ A wiſe mans Heart diſcerneth both Time and © +42" 
I mer. Ecclef. 8. 5. but few have that way of 
> } knowledge. . Therefore it is added in the noxc 
; | verſe. becauſe to every purpoſe there is Tine ang 
1 f Tudgment, therefore the miſery of man is great upas 
| 4 him. The meaning is, becauie &-4:1. wifoern 10E Oo 
| the proper Time for them to Fit what they 
{| purpole, their miſery is great; Fi they would ff 
1 attempt ſuch a thing juſt at ſuch a Time, they | 
| would make themſelves and ome:s happy, but. } 
| 4 mifling that Opportunity great mitery comes up*- 
4 on them. So it is as to Civil Aﬀairs very Ire» 
: quently: Men diſcern not the proper only ka-- 
fon for them ts obtain what they defire. Ycaz 
and fo it is as to Spiritual. Men arc not @- 


1 


! ware of the proper ſeafon whz:ein they may | 
/ obtain good for their Souls. 'Fhere 1s 2 PItce . | 
4 put into their haads to get Wiſdom, but they 
have no heart ro know and improv? it. There 
} is a day of Grace in which if mn Iſeek to 
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' ito Wan KHiows not his Tinie, 

5 and the Swallow obſerve the Time of their coming, 
but my People know nat the Jndgment of the Lord. 
They diſcerned not the Fudoments, that is the 
Giſpenſations of God. They had a Summer of 
proſperity but did not improve it. There was 
a Winter ef Adyerſity coming on them, but 
i:&y knew it not, nor did they uſe the proper 
whly means to prevent it. S> the Jews when 
X-hrift was amongft them, had a bleſſed time if 
they had known it: but they knew not the things 
wi their peace, in tne day- of their peace ; they 
Knew not the 'Time of their Viſitation. 


2. A man knows not what Changes ſball attend 


Wim whileFt in this World. Changes of Providencs j 


are In the Scripture called Tizzes. It is faid thath * 
the Ads of David, and the Times that went over | 
bim, and over Iſrael, and over all the Kingdoms 
©i the Countries, were written by Samuel, 'ard Þþ 4 
Nathan the Prophet, and in the Book of Gad the | 
Seer, meaning the Changes of Providence which | ' 
thty were ſubject unto. 1 C2ren. 29. 209. A many” 
Kyows net whether he ſhall fee. good or evil days | 
tor the Time to come : he knoweth what his } 
paft days have been ; but does not know whac | | 
ty iball be for the tline to come. It may be 
he 6 now in proſperi:y : he has Friends, Chil- | 
_ £<iren, Relations, which be takes delight in, he has | 
fr. Heaith, an Eſtate, aud T.ftcem in the Wortd, he $ 
_ foes not know that hs ſhall have any of theſe Fl 
- | — WAGLL BLy iv OP things | 


5 Bs > 


5 tft HELLER 


wy Wa i ks ww vu" Pw } I oY C3 


<> BG q t%.. - _ 3 _ .. as 


2an knows not his Time: 6 | 
things for th2 future. Indeed, men in Profperity M 
are apt © think ( as they would have it) that 
they ſhall alwayes, or for a long time be ſo ; 3 
but very often they find themſelves greatly miſ- Þ 
zaken, The Pſalmiſt confelleth that it was fo *Þþ 


with him. Pfal.zo. 6, 7. I my proſperity I ſaid, 1 || 


ſhall newer be moved, Lord, by thy faweur, thou haſt | 
made my Mountain to ſtand frong : thou didFt hide 
thy face and I was troubled. His Enemies were * 
all ſubdued : his Mountain, that is his Kingdom, 
eſpecially his Royal Palace in Mount Sten was 4 
beeome exceeding ſtrong, that now he thought all {| 
dangers were over, but Abſaloms unexpeed Re- 


8 bcllion involved him and the whole Land in 


Trouble. The good People in Foſiahs time pro- þ 


| miſed themſelves great happineſs: for many a yeac | 


under the Government of fuach a King as he was. 
I am. 4. 20. Of whom we ſaid under his ſhadew we 
ſhall Live. But his ſudden Death made a fad 
Chang? in all the Publick Aﬀairs. Aman knows 


g not what Aﬀictions ſhall come upon him whileſt } 
| on the earth. This ts true concerning particulay } 


Perſons : they may know in general; that AfMlict- 


| 7ons ſhall attend them in an evil Sinful World. 


Bur what thoſe Afiictions in particular ſhall be 


| they know not. Thus the Apolile ſpeaks, AR. 


20. 22, 23. 1go bound in Spirit to Jeruſalem, wet 


| Enowing what things ſhall befall me there, ſarve that 


S Bonas and Aflictions abide wie. So that he knew 


the huly Spirit witneſſeth in every City, ſaying, that 


BD 3 1 


12 Man Yinows not his Time. 

In general that he ſhould meet with Afﬀliction, 
; Hut not in ſpecial what the AfﬀMiction would be. 
' Sois it true concerning a People, that they know 
{| Not what 7:es or . Changes may paſs over them. 
Little was it thought that whileſt Hoſhes ( who 
' was thetbeſt of all the Nineteen Kings that had 
Ruled over the Tem Tribes) was Reigning, a 
, Powerinl forreign Enemy ſhould invade the 
it. Land and make them all Slaves. Little did che 
Jews think that when Fo/iah was but Thirty mine 
| Years old, he ſhoulo dy before that year was 
Ott, and they never ſee good day more after his 
Death. And as men know rot Hhat their Chan: | 
pes and Aﬀiictions muſt be, fo neither When they | 
ſhall come upen them. | 
£ Jong or a ſhort time before thoſe Changes over- | 
' take them. Mar. 13. 35. You know not when the | 
, Maſter of the Houſe comes, at even, or at mid-night, 
G7 of the Cock croming, or in the morning. TIhus. 
' + 2m knoweth not whether the ſharpeſt AMi&- | 
: which are reſerved for him, ſhall come | 
- 1 18 his Youth, or is his middle age, or 
' :2e $ thopgh for the moſt part mens | 
| _ + \ons overtake =” in their old age. | 
OO 2 o0o4 A... 124M know whether his Aﬀictons | 
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67 cor inue fora longer time, | 

-.d P2opls knew that their Cap- | 

| 11 Bubyion tRoUW laft for Seventy years 
' ad no Ionger ; but that knowledge was by di- | 
vine Revelaizuz, As for forme other Periecutions | 
WE - þ | they 
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Pfal. 74.9. There is no more_a Prophet, neithir is 
there any that knows how long. Thoſe werds ſeem 
to reſpect the Perſecution under Amticchns, 
there was no Prophet. 


3-4 man knows not theTime of his Death : Often  ; 
it is fo, that when Death falls npon a man, -he -4 
thinks no more of ic, than the Fiſhes think -of 


the Net before they are Caught in it; or then 


the Birds think of the Snare beiore they are ta- 


ken in it, as Solow here ſpeaks. It uſeth to be 
ſaid, ( and it is a-plain, weighty known Truth } 


that nothing is more certain then that eyery mar , 


ſhall Dy, and nothing mcre uncertain than the 
Old [aac fail, Gen. 27.2, Bebold, 
T know tot the day of my Death. Though he Liv- 


| ed above twenty years after he ſpoke thoſe 
words, he did not know that he yhould Liye a 


day longer. A man cannot know how long 
himſelf or another ſhall live. Ir ts true that He- 
zZekiah was aſcertained that he ſhould not dy be: 


{ fore fifteen years were expired. And the Pro- 


phet Jeremy knew that Hananiah ould not live 


1 2 year to an end, fer. 28. 16. 7his year £924 fbalt 
| Dy, becauſe tocy baſs Taypit Revellim againſ# the 


Lord. But theio were extraordinary cafes. It is 
not a uſeal thing for a inan to know hejore hand 


World : Nor may he defice to know it, hat he 


J oxght te aye that with God, Aitliougi: David 


- Prayed, 
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they knew not how long they would continue. 


when © 
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i” 14 Man Hnows not his Time. | 
” prayed, ſaying, Lord make me to know my End, 
' and the number of my Dayes, what it is. Pſal. 39. 4. 
_ His meaning is, not that he might know juſt 
how many dayes he ſhould live, but that he 
might be made duely ſenſible of his own frailty 
' and mortality, and lead his life accordingly. 
| Oftentimes Death is neareſt to men when they 
\ leaft think of it ; eſpecially it is ſo with ungod- 
i Iy men: we have an inftance of it . in Agag. 
4 He came before Samuel, delicately, and ſaid, ſurely 
#he bitterneſs of death is faſt. x Sam. 15. 32. Little 
did he think, that within a few hours, he ſhould 
' be cut in pieces. When Haman boaſted of his 
'' being the chief Favourite at Court, and that the 
Queen had invited no one but the King 8& .him- | 
felt to a Banquet, he lictle thought of the deſtry- 

5 QRion which was then preparing for him. 'When 

Belſhazzar was in the beginning of the night 

drinking and making merry with his profane 

4 Companions, he little thought that he ſhould be 

- a dead man before morning ; but that night w4s 

\ Belſhazzar ſlain. Dan. F. 30. The Rich Fool in 

| the Goſpel dream'd of a long life and merry : {. 
He faid to his Soul, Eat, Drink and be merry, f,.; 
thou haſt Goods laid up for many years. Bur 
God ſaid, This night thy Soul ſhall be required of 
thee : He muſt appear immediately betore the Iþ,.. 
' dreadful Tribunal. Luk. 12. 26. Thus we ice if 
| What Time it is which men know not. 
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Man Knows not his Time. 4 
The ſecond thing to be Enquired into, is, How 

it does appear that men know mot their Time. | E: 
Anſw. x. It is evident, In that all future Cont: 
ingencies are knows to God only. Hence Chiiſt 
faid to the Diſciples, It is ot for you to know phe 
Times and the Seaſons which the Father has put in |; 
his own power. Ae 1. 7. Future Times and Con- ! 
tingent Events, the knowledge' & diſpoſal of 7 
them has Ged reſerved to himfelf. There are : 
fature things which ' happen - neceilarily, that a 
man may know them long before they come to } 
paſs: God has appointed Lights in the Heaven to be | 
or Signs and Seaſons. Gen. 1. 14. Thele move !} 
regularly and unfailably accerding to that Order # 
Iwhich the Creator has eſtabliſhed. Therefore a | 
man may know infallibly how many hours or 
minutes ſuch a day or night will bs long before 4# 
the Time comes: He may know when there -4 
will be an Eclipſe of the Sun or of the Moen, : 
ewenty, or an hundred years before it comes to 
paſs : but tor Contingent Things, which have no 
neceſſary dependance on the conſtituted Order 
of Nature, but upon the meer Pleaſure and Pro- 
Evidence of God, they aie not known except un- 
o God, or to them unto whom he fhall reveal 
hem. The Lord challengeth this as his Prero- 
pative. The Idols whom the Heathen | wor- 
Jhipped, could not make known future Contin- 
pencies. Ila 41.22, 23. Let them ſhew us what | 
fc bopyen, or decdare ma things fr 12 coove, fer Tun 
[ things | 
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ration raade Solowen out of Loye with this World: 
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| "E7- Wan Xnows not his Time; 
ls vhings that are to come hereafter, that we may know * 
_ they are Geds, To go this was paſt their Skill. >; 


The Devil knows many tuture things which men | 
ry. Ignorant of ; He conld - foretel Szxls ruin, 
and Dovid s coming © the Kingdom. Neverthe- 
lets, there are many tncure Eyents which he has ;: 
no knowledge of, Therefore he often Heb 


- thoſe that Enquire of him with deceitful and : v1 


uncertain Antwers. But as for men they are / 
ignorant of tuture things, which moſt nearly . : 
concern themfelves, or their own Families. No 
man knows fo much as who ſhalt be his Heir, or 
Enjoy ' the Eſtate. which he has labonred for. * 
Pfal. 39. 6. Surezy every man walks in a vain ſhew, 
be heapeth up riches, and knows not who ſhall gather 
them.He knows not whether one of his Relations, + 1 
or 4 rr {iranger faall polkets thac Eftate which | 
he has taken fo much pains, and difquieted him-ſ 


{eH fo much for the obtaining of It. This medi- E 


y h 
He knew as much as any man, and yet he —y; 


feff=:f, chat he did not know whether the many , 
that ſhould come after him, and enjoy "all chat 
&: had Lahoured for, would be a wile man or ae 
fool, Ecclefſ. 2. 18, 19. And he fayes, & man 
Inows not that which ſhall be ; for whe £an teil him} 
when it ſhatl be. F&clet. 8. 7. "He knows neithe 
what nor when it ſhall bs. And again he faichyy jj 


man cannot tell what ſhall be ; atd what ſhall bf 


after kim who can tell him! Eecl.10.14. This is 27 


, ws T7 


ho ' Man Knows not his Time. T7 
; 6 be underſtood concerning Contingent Events. 
+. Such as the particular Aflictions which are to 
1. befall a man, or the Time, Place, or manner of 
+» his Death. 
1 2. The Times of men are ordered according 10 
g'.,5he Decree of God. There 1s nothing comes to 
5) paſs in the Earch, but what was firſt determi- 
4, ned by a wiſe decree in Heaven. A&A. 15. 15. 
': Knewn unto God are all his works from the begin- 
/ . ning of the World, God knows what he has to dd. 
3. The Apoltle ſpeaks there concerning the Conver- 
+: ion of the Gentiles. This did God fore know 
. and decree from the beginning of the World, yee 
, fromall Eternity. The like is to be faid con- 
? . cerning every thing which happens in theWorld. 
L . Not a Sparrow falls co che Ground without his | 
, . Providence, and therefore nc: without his decree, |} 
4 the one being an Infallible Eitec&t of the other. { 
F He has decreed when and where every man that 
z ' comes into the World ſhall b2 Bora ; and where 
LE ſhall ive, in what Country, and in what: 
- Town ; yea, and in what Houle too. Act. 17.26. 
1! He hes determined the times before appointed, & the 
Ws Lounds of their Habitation. He has decreed when 
Tf.every man ihall dy. Eecl. 3. 2. There is a Tims 
Mo be Born, and a Time to Dy, That is, te lay, a 
= Time decreed and appointed by God when every 
-F man ſhall be born, and as ho ſhall dy. Ner 
"q Jhall any man live a day longer than the Time 
i which ths Lojd has «200 tor him, Job uy B 
4} j-. 
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hb | 
19h W 2 en Fed; on mebphr of his months #4 
- Wich G, Fo Wobhted bis bewrids that be can- 
ances attending every 
ne eath, "the, place and the manner: of ir, 
haner he halt uy by Sitknels, or by any other 
f Kccidohit, 301 & derermjined in Heaven before it 
Comes" tb paſs oh the Eatch. Now thedectees of 
: oO "ns rec, things unt} the Fverit *or” ey | 
" Wivirie Rev&acion Hh all diſcover them: Dent'29 
| Bis tt "i belong zrto the Lord onr God.” Br oL 
es are thoſe ſecret things, whith Him- 
(krows. Ront1: 34. For who hath knows 
f the Lord X LA iybo has been bis Con: 


R_ _ i men generally als i yna- | 


' Hite obey knw not their in. They do 
| rich they would not do; and they 
Xtlafy things which they weult congint 
HE; i} they knew whar Times ate near thew 
| Fe #23 if rhe ol wh of tht koaſe bed bwok 
Swat Bu che” Favo#d tore, be pow ba 
* wg: 4 woul4 ot hive Taffered bis Boage to- 
ts me live #n 3 careieG nepRt © 
cheir own Sonk; and Salvaciony;” 
5 that Death wilt conte; a a 


ery h, the wwomnd watt eff 


4 "0 <p OS ave DO ES Mn WOW, OA 's 

4 4/2. ; wi - | p 

* as Abraham did. Heb. 11. 8. Whey be was called 
 fo.go out into a place which be ſhould after receive 


' for an Inberitance, he obeyed, and went" out not know- 
- gg whither be went. We muſt follow God, tho* 


+ we know pot what He will do with us, or how- 
{ He will diſpoſe of us, as to our Temporal Con: - 
| .cerns, ſubmitting eur ſelves, yea, our lives and 
{ -all entirely to che Will of God in every thing. 
- That ſaying ought to bs eften in our mouths, 
| If the Lord will, and we ſhall live, and do this 
d- .OT. that.. Fam V EY + | | 

| 2, Men muſt not know their Time, that fo 
F they may be ever watchful. Math. 25. 13. Watch 
© therefore, for you know neither the day nor: the hour 
> wherein the Son of Man comes. , The generality of ' 
men, if they had it revealed te them ( as Hezeki- 
Fab) that they ſhould certainly live fo many 
- years, they would in the mean time be careleſs 
about their Souls, and the World'to come. We 


be FA 


F fee that notwithſtanding they are uncertain how 
& Jhorc their Time may be, they - are regardleſs. a- 
- bout -their future eternil Eftate.. How - much 
| more would they be fo, if they. knew that Death 
{ and Judgment were not far off from them ?_ 

| 4. As to fome they are kept in Tgnorance-of 
. their Times, that ſo they may with the 'more 
. comfort and compoſure of Spirit follow the wo! 

_ which they ars called unto : That they raay wit 


nm -w WW i... wo > - cc. OOO 


' diligence and chearfulnef” attend the duciusþt 


| their general and particular Calling ; which: 


_ 
& &. 


, oy not do, if 97 Kim? Is © Evil es: 
Things are appointed for them. The terror. of - 
what is comiug on them, would be fo diſmal to. * 
them, that they conld not enjoy themſelves, 
aor take comfort- in any thing they enjoy. As 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks to - the covetous Jews, Jam, 
F..'T. Go to now you rich men, we bowl 
| for your miſeries that ſhall come up 'n. you. S0' 
» there are many in the - World, that would: | 
$ ſpend their days in weeping and howling, did ': 

they but know what is coming on thetn and 
> theirs. When the Prophet Eliſps had it revealed 
| to him, that fad things were coming on the 
Land, by reaſon of a bloody Neighbour Nati- _ 
on, which would break in upcn them, and 4 
exerciſc barbarous Cruelties ; the holy man $ 
| wept at the foreknowledge "of it. 2 King. 8. < 
\ (x1. The man of God wept. Sothere would be na; ? 
 Nehing but weeping in many Families, weeping im -; 

many Towns, and in ſome whole Countries, did * 

men but know their Times. Therefore they 

muſt be kept in ignorance thereof undil the | 

things come upon chem. | I 
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We proceed to the U SE of this Dorine. = 
Firſt . by way of Information. . I 
Fol < nf. I = fee tbe Reaſon ef thoſe Meſerable Dif I 


which men frequently mees with 5 It is 4 
| becaiſe q 
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| khecaufe they know not —_ Time. If mh had 
” Fer abour ſuch an enterprize a little ſooner, they 
had ſucceeded well, but not knowing that, all 
t their labour is Joſt. So it is often as-to matters 
- . wherein the Souls of men are concerned. How 
| came Eſau to be diſappointed of the Blefling ; if 
he had ceme but a few hours ſooner, he had 
certainly attained it ; but he knew not that, and 
ſo was eternally fruſtrated of all his* hopes and 
expectations. The fooliſh Virgins cryed for Oyl 
when their Lamps were going..oyt, they ſhould 
* have done that ſooner. . They came for Admil- 
| fion to the Marriage after. the Door was ſhut. 
Thus by not knowing their, Time they loſt their 
| Souls, and miſled of Heaven for ever. Mar. 25. 
 &, To. Thus alfo it is as to Temporal Concerns. 
F © Some Accident not foreſeen happens, and brings 
* . a -fraſtration on all a' mans Endeavours. Marrj- 
- mrs go to-Scea, and they meet. with Enemies, 
| where they leaſt” expected them. . They come 
near home, a Storm happens, and they ſuffer 
Shipwrack, Had they been aware of choſe E- 
i, >#hey would have been more .carefel to have 
b, d. them. The Husbandman after much 
2 painmeden 3 m Tilling the Ground, bas an:.bope- 
- ul proſpect of a good Harveſt, but Blal ing, Or 
Mildew, or Droughts, or great Rains; or unſea- 
Jonable Froſt, diſappoints all- his hopes. Tele 
were” things which be con not foreſde (fs 2: 
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Enjoy the Comfort of ie many GE "A Cal 
Cy never thought of, cauſeth--che Houſe- ro he? 
Burnt : Had he known this;” he would 'NEYEC 2 
Have boon at _ Cott of ſuch a Building, -- £2 


Jn. 1X wn here” fee the Vanity and impiely | 
of thoſe Perſon who. pretend to know their owng ? 
or "other mews Times, ' There are ſome that wHll ; 

not ingage in a deſiga on fuch oriſuch -dayes, b I & 
cauſe they -are not ( as they ſpe ak) Lucky day 
Some ( as Mr. Cartwright in his Commentary | ay 
the Text before us obſerves)” will not undertake ? 
« matcer on a Sarwyday;. becant they ifay Satwre | 
has made -that' co. be.” an- unfortunate Time fax. | 
Aion: There are _ wicked ' Mon, 64 
which cell men that ſuch a day of the Monch. & 45: 
a Lucky Time, to begin a Journey in : And tl 
fome other dayes are Us!uky ones. This be 

which the Scripture calls Obſerving Tines 34 | & ] 
k a-moft haihous Sin ew! do ſo. 'T The Hearhers ot - 
old did practife fach things. But -Gud in lily 
Word declare them to be Heatheniſh Abommations, 
and with the higheſt Severity has charged: hs 
People not co do thus. Deur. x8.x0. - Its men-, I 
tioned as one of the Crying Sins of ' Mand/ſab, - 1 
That” he Obſerved Times, 2 King. 21. 6/\And'” thas 

fgked' *Faman, who deſigned - the bloody - :de- 
fKit$S$ion 6f che Lords People, ' would go to: Ie 
ting, *hat. -he might know when wouk 

& nY Time for him +0 _ hi Mn 
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- Eft | 4. 7 And of "4 nature is .that* 


fal Gllacicns ; Art, which bears the Name: of Fudicigl 


| -when' men will Calculate Nativicies, & 


pe co'know by theStars,wha. Times thall paſ 
4 Fi: ſach Pct fons. Zanchy, Gaſfendus, and other 
ned men_bave' notably difcovered: .the - Va- 
nity "and.  Iwokery of all fuch Planetarians. The 
old Chaldraps had. as much kill as Dow any. man 
- had in this a or Scyence falſty-fo called. But 

/ how does the Prophet deride them ? Ifa 47.1 

| Let now the -Aſtrologers, the. Stargazers, t 
| Mantby Prognoſtica rs ftand -up. and ſave thee from 
Fes eſe things, that ſhall come-upen thee; behold they 
| hal be as Stubble, gf fire ſhall:burn them, they ſhall 
- not deliver chemſel-ves from the Power of the je es 
| They: pretended to'know the Fate of Kingdoms, 
| med yer could not cell cheir own and the Nations 


- ruin before the day that it came. upon them all. 
3 "There are curſed Forrune:tellers, --who pretend tg: 


pa —_— what ſhall befal particular perfans, how 
% ſhall be difpoſcd: Mw when, and where they 

all Dye, Ir is 24ad thing, that, ever any per- 

on; ſhould dare to do- thus 'in New Evgland, 
Tin: was, when the (Air of New: England. was 
F. intolletable to ſuch Vipers. Dreadiul [pI is he 
E-. on the gs of them, that have gone4o F we 
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